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OAKRIDGE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
       GENERAL MEMBERSHIP AGENDA

         Thursday, February 22, 2018, 7:00pm
  Duck Creek Golf Club
CALL TO ORDER – 7:00 PM 

Attendance 39 members, quorum met. 
1. VP, Mark Edwards spoke about a questionnaire that the ONA board has developed to determine how best to serve the neighborhood.  Please respond to Mark at  medwards1492@yahoo.com.

2. President, Cheryl Jones, welcomed everyone and asked those in attendance to recognize people attending for the first time, those that had moved into the neighborhood in the last 90 days, and those that had been in the neighborhood for one year.
3. Tommy Barnes, our Neighborhood Police Officer (NPO), introduced himself.  He has been with the Garland Police Department for 12 years and as an NPO covers District 14.  He spoke about recent events occurring in our neighborhood.  

There was a shooting at Heathside and Buckingham where two individuals followed a man into his home.  When police arrived, they detected the odor of marijuana, but there were no signs of it.  The perpetrators were traced to an apartment complex in Dallas, and to date are still at large.  This is something we don’t see in the Oakridge area; from Officer Barnes’ perspective this is a very quiet and ideal neighborhood in which to live.  
While there have been no residential burglaries, car burglaries do occur.  Please remove valuables, especially guns, and lock your vehicles.  Thieves, generally those 13-17 years of age, cruise neighborhoods looking for guns and other saleable merchandise.  

Officer Barnes also reported on an individual leaving a local bank and was followed into our neighborhood by two individuals who subsequently robbed him.

Officer Barnes can look up issues by block.  He may be reached at barnest@garland.tx.gov or 972-205-2042.  He encouraged people to use email for the fastest response. 


4. Councilman Scott Le May discussed several items regarding the City of Garland capital improvement budget.  Priorities are streets and equipment.  Plans are in the works to replace the 100- foot ladder truck serving the downtown area since 1993; this will cost approximately $2 million.  By comparison, a 75-foot ladder truck costs approximately $1 million.  The city has three parking garages that the fire department can’t access.  The city will purchase a mini pumper, a lower profile truck.  It will be kept at either Stations 6 or 7 which are near the parking garages.  

The southern part of Holford Road will be updated.  The bridge must be elevated, and a stop light installed at the cost of $12.5 million.  The northern part of the road requires widening and resurfacing at a cost of $6.5 million.

A future capital improvement item is a new evidence facility for the police department.  In today’s dollars this would cost $17 million.
The city charter has been under review by a committee since last fall.  Forty-six recommendations have been whittled down to approximately 36.  Nineteen are language clarifications.  Others address replacing the mayor (three candidates for the May election) and City Council pay increases.  The total city budget is $270 million; 63% is for fire and police which reflects our number one safety rating.  Streets receive $25 million from the budget.

Baylor Garland is closing in five days.  Basically, patients are not paying their bills.  The company has lost $30 million in the last fiscal year.  If you need ambulance service, you will probably be taken to Richardson Methodist.
5. City of Garland Animal Control manager, Adrian Olivarez, spoke about standard responsibilities: animal rescue, rabies checks and picking up dead animals.  Marcus Stevens, a manager of the City’s 911 Wildlife discussed how to eliminate the presence of coyotes and bobcats.  We’ve conditioned these animals that it is okay to be in our neighborhood.  The most effective way to be rid of these animals is hazing them – yelling and throwing things at them.  Coyotes, in particular, do not like to fight back.  Mr. Stevens said that by February 14 coyotes come together to reestablish their, for life, pair bonds and will have two-four pups in April.   A question was raised about squirrels eating outdoor furniture cushions.  Mr. Stevens suggested motion activated outdoor toys and motion activated sprinklers to protect furniture and gardens.    Both men can be reached at the City’s Water Department at 972-205-3570.

6. Sharon Parrish read the minutes from the last General Meeting, September 28, 2017.  The minutes were motioned for approval by Dwight Davis and seconded by Dylan Hedrick.  This motion passed unanimously.

7. Meg Green presented the Statement of Revenues and Expenditures and the Balance Sheet from June 1, 2017 through February 20, 2018.  She mentioned that ONA has submitted funds for slain Richardson Officer David Sherrard.  Checks should be made to ONA, memo line referring to the officer, if desired.  Dylan Hedrick motioned that the financial information be accepted; Mike Rose seconded.  The reports were accepted unanimously.

8. The changes for ONA Board positions was discussed.  Cheryl Jones was approved by the Board upon Dwight Davis’ resignation.  Dylan Hedrick motioned that the general membership accept this change and Scott Barnes seconded.  Cheryl Jones also appointed Scott Barnes to the new position of Chairman on the Board.  Cheryl asked that this be accepted and Dotty Moseley seconded.  These changes were unanimously accepted.  Cheryl also mentioned that the following positions for the 2018-2019 year were open: Membership Director, Communications Director, District Directors for Districts 1,3, and 5 and additional help for the Environmental and Safety/Security committees.
9. Keta Woods, District 4, recognized her district attendees, and mentioned that door-to-door solicitors must have a city permit.  Scott Barnes, District 5, thanked those that waved and appreciated the work when holiday decorations where being put up.
10. It was suggested that NextDoor be approached to advertise our meetings and events.  Dylan Hedrick said he would look into this.
11. David Parrish said that a proposal to reduce mowing, trimming and weeding, without sacrificing quality, has been prepared.  He also asked for volunteers to periodically monitor the sprinkler systems to make sure they are operating properly.  Training will be provided.

12. Cheryl Jones spoke about the new website, some of its capabilities including easy voting on issues, city links.  She expects a soft launch to be March 15, 2018.

13. The annual picnic will be Saturday, May 19, 2018, 4:00-7:00 pm at the Duck Creek Golf club parking lot.  The next General Meeting will be Thursday, May 24, 2018.
14. Mark Edwards motioned and Mike Rose seconded that the meeting adjourn at 9:03 pm.   This was accepted unanimously.
