
 

Oakridge News 

by Dwight Davis 
ONA President 

 
ONA Welcomes Three  
New Board Members 

 
At our last ONA General mee�ng in 

September, we presented three new 
board members to the ONA members. 
These new board members were well re-
ceived by the ONA members present and 
unanimously ra�fied.  

Shine Macy, who works for AT&T, was 
elected as our new Marke�ng Director 
and will be assis�ng the board with our 
Marke�ng, IT changes, and new web site 
roll out. Sco� Barnes, who also works for 
AT&T, was elected as our new District 5 
Director.  

Lee Li�on, who is re�red, was elected 
Assistant Safety and Security Director. Lee 
will be working with Debra Pandak our 
Safety and Security Director, along with 
Tommy Barnes, our Neighborhood Gar-
land Police Officer. Our goal is to help  
reduce any and all crime in Oakridge by 
working directly with the police to keep 
them informed of any suspicious or  

ques�onable ac�vi�es we iden�fied in 
Oakridge.  

Lee is now working to reins�tute and 
revive the Ci�zens On Patrol program in 
Oakridge. He will be working with others 
to accomplish this. The Ci�zens on Patrol 
drive the neighborhood day and night at 
varying �mes. 

  
ONA Board Plans for  

Environment and Web Site 
 
David Parrish, the ONA Environmental 

Director, laid out the plans for the beau�-
fica�on upgrades. We have a watering 
system that is several decades old that 
required a lot of repairs to get it fully func-
�onal. We will be moving into the fall and 
a seasonal plan�ng of flowers of color will 
be coming soon.  

We are in the planning stages of deliv-
ering a new and fully func�onal and user 
friendly web site. We are looking into a 
system that will merge with our other 
systems, as well as move into the mobile 
app access space, which may be an updat-
ed approach and more user friendly for 
our members.  

Three ONA Bylaws Passed at General 
Membership Mee�ng 

 
The Board put together three ONA 

Bylaws that were considered at our Gen-
eral Membership mee�ng. Please review 
them on the website at h�p://
www.oakridgena.org/Documents/
ONA_bylaws.pdf.  

  
Volunteers S�ll Needed to Serve the ONA 

 
As the President, I was voted to serve 

as the Ac�ng Directors for both District 2 
and District 3. Within several weeks Nancy 
Whitson, our District 1 Director, is selling 
her house and moving out of Oakridge.  

We will certainly miss her for all the 
years of service she has performed on the 
ONA Board. Certainly we could use more 
volunteer support.  

Should anyone want to serve as the 
District 1 or District 3 Director, or come in 
as an Assistant Director in various posi-
�ons within the ONA organiza�on please 
contact me to discuss these at 972-675-
9195 or dwight@dwightdavis.org.  
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 General Meeting Environmental Update Recap 
by David Parrish 

ONA Environmental Director 
 

Oakridge maintains about 1.6 miles of parkway (grass); 
nine entrances with flower beds on each side; two entrances 
with medians with grass, trees, and flower beds; five sprin-
kler systems; trees and four small parkway flower beds (on 
Shiloh) around the perimeter; and a small piece of grass 
along Stoneridge.  

Some of the challenges Oakridge faces include aging 
sprinkler systems, numerous dead or diseased plants, a lack 
of seasonal color, and balancing plant selec�on with water 
use.  

Our strategy for addressing landscaping needs is to re-
move dead and diseased plants, build on exis�ng landscape 
features, engage homeowners adjacent to entrances, focus 
on annual plan�ng of flowers in five entrance beds where we 
can water separately from the parkway grass strips, plant the 
remaining beds with more drought tolerant flora, and rebid 
the contract to assure the best value for ONA.  

If you see something, do something (e.g., pick up trash, 
report a problem with a sprinkler); become an ONA Flag Wa-
ver; and join the Environment Commi�ee.  

Who Ya’ Gonna Call? David Parrish, 972-530-3351, 
ONAenvironment@gmail.com.  

 
The Tree Power, Free Tree Giveaway 

   
The City is providing free trees for Garland residents to 

conserve energy and beau�fy the community. To receive a 
free tree, simply prove your Garland residency by providing a 
valid Texas driver's license (with a Garland address) or a cur-
rent City of Garland u�lity bill. Only one tree will be given per 
household. Call 972-205-3588 for more informa�on.  

 
Saturday, Nov. 4, 2017, 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

(or un�l supplies last)  
 

Haskell L. Roach Garden Center 
1221 Spring Creek Drive (in Winters Park) 

 

By Dianne Winters 
ONA Day�mers 

 
The recipe for the superb autumn Day�mers' mee�ng on 

October 10th, included a visit to the beau�ful home of Dana 
Hopkins with chrysanthemums, pumpkins, a giraffe, a pre�y 
mask, a neighborhood guest, good food, happy members, 
valets, and an interes�ng speaker.  

Announcements were made by president Shirley Heald, 
saying that the Go Go gatherings would cease for now; Lori 
Oswald presen�ng birthdays; and treasurer Peggy Crenshaw 
repor�ng a count of 45 paid memberships, making this a rec-
ord high for the month of October. 

Jan Perry Loyd introduced the speaker, Marla Fields, who 
presented a short film about a li�le known Texas ar�st, Frank 
Reaugh. She explained that he had been very innova�ve in 
the arts movement in Texas from the late 1800's through the 
1920's. He had many art students he taught during month-

long trips through west Texas and some of the more famous 
of his students became known as the “Dallas Nine.” He was 
the first to combine visual art with poetry/prose and was 
known as the Pastel Poet, having made his own pastels as well 
as several inven�ons. 

He gi�ed the University of Texas with 200 of his pain�ngs, 
most of which are s�ll there, but not in a museum named for 
Reaugh as originally agreed upon. Marla has produced a 60 
minute documentary film as well as a 90-minute director's cut 
about this important Texas ar�st who has not received the 
recogni�on he deserves.  

Jan Perry Loyd and Susan Conner, program leaders, will 
cook up another great mee�ng, “Feast or Famine,” with Shan-
non Reeves speaking on the nutri�onal value of your Thanks-
giving meal. Plan to meet with them on Tuesday, November 
14th, 10 AM, at the home of Gloria Turner, 2309 Rocky Trail. 
Day�mers is a social organiza�on for women that requires 
residence in Oakridge and $20.00 annual dues.  

Daytimers Explore a Little Known Texas Artist 



 Finding Your Flood Risk  
Dylan Hedrick 

ONA Communica�ons Director 
 

A�er seeing the devasta�on from Hurricane Harvey in 
Houston, the  flooding of residences is top of mind for Tex-
ans. At our last ONA General Mee�ng, one new ONA resident 
ques�oned the likelihood of her home being flooded a�er 
seeing Duck Creek creep uncomfortably close to her house 
during a recent rainfall event.  

In my career as a civil engineer, I frequently work with 
issues of flooding and the best ways to drain stormwater run-
off to protect lives and property. I would like to share a few 
�ps I have learned with you. 

First, you must know your flooding risk. The concerned 
resident’s home was adjacent to Duck Creek, although the 
golf course separated the property from the creek. I looked 
up the home on the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy’s Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) website and entered 
the home address. I will place a link to FEMA’s FIRM website 
on oakridgena.org so you can visit and enter your own home. 

I found that the house was out of the 100-year floodplain 
(meaning areas of a 1% chance of annual flood), but adjacent 
to the floodway (meaning a channel of a stream or areas sur-
rounding which carry the 1% annual chance flood). Areas 
next to creeks are frequently used as parks and golf courses 
and are intended to flood or convey stormwater in the event 
of a large rainstorm event much like the resident saw during 
the recent rain. 

Although Oakridge does not typically have flooding is-
sues, I encourage those who live along the creek to speak 
with their insurance agent about possibly purchasing flood 
insurance.  

A�er finding your risk, what can we do about it? Fall is 
here and leaves have begun to drop from the trees. On my 
civil engineering site inspec�ons, I have o�en seen storm 
inlets clogged with trash and organic debris that does not 
allow stormwater to enter the drain.  

A required item for development per Sec�on 31.06 (D) of 
the Garland Charter and Code of Ordinances states that: 

 Each property owner shall keep the drainage channels 
and/or drainage and floodway easements traversing or adja-
cent to his property clean and free of debris, silt, and any 
other substance which may impede the flow of stormwaters 
or result in unsanitary condi�ons. This includes all necessary 
mowing, weeding, li�er pickup, and other normal property 
owner responsibili�es.  

I encourage you to keep the gu�ers and inlets clear to 
allow the infrastructure to work as intended. Finally, if you 
have any other stormwater concerns or issues, please call the 
Garland Stormwater Hotline at 972-205-2180. 



 
Join the ONA Today! 

oakridgena.org 

Going Solar Makes Dollars and Sense 
by Glen Suhren  
ONA Resident 

 
If you would have told me 

three years ago I would be gener-
a�ng over 80% of my annual 
electricity usage from the sun, 
my response would be no way! 
It’s too expensive! My roof does 
not have a good solar exposure! 
Garland Power & Light would not 
allow it! I was wrong on all ac-
counts. 

What happened? First at the 
Dallas Sierra Club mee�ng, about 
3 1/2 years ago, Larry Howe 
talked about how Solarize Plano 
was making solar work in Plano. 
Next GP&L offered customers an 
a�rac�ve package to promote 
residen�al solar. 

Hmm…I thought this might 
work, but as an engineer I need-
ed more data. First ques�on, 
what is my present annual elec-
trical consump�on? GP&L data 
was the source. Next how much 
could I get from solar? The Na-
�onal Renewable Energy Labora-
tory online program, PVwa�s, 
was a great source. Plug in a few 
numbers and PVwa�s indicates a 
4KW system would provide 50% 

of my annual electricity from 
solar. Next what about cost and 
who is qualified to install a sys-
tem? 

With the help of Solarize 
Plano and other Garland resi-
dents, we found a supplier and 
installer. The total price was rea-
sonable and with GP&L’s $5000 
credits plus a 30% federal tax 
credit everything wrong turned 
right. Then one day in late Au-
gust 2014, the supplier appeared 
at 9:00AM and completed the 
en�re installa�on by sunset. 
With the addi�on of energy sav-
ings though more insula�on, new 
windows, and common sense 
awareness, we surpassed the 
50% energy use target for solar. 
Plus free energy is great and 
GP&L is paying me for the excess 
electricity I generate in the fall 
and spring. The cost was less 
than $1.25 a wa� for a complet-
ed system. 

If you are interested, visit 
energysaver program at the 
GP&L website for detailed infor-
ma�on. Also feel free to contact 
me at gcsuhren@msn.com for 
firsthand knowledge on solar. 


