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Oakridge Events

by Heather Englebretson, ONA Communications Director

As we look toward the cooler weather of autumn, the
ONA has planned a couple of events to give Oakridge
residents an opportunity to get out of their homes
and greet their neighbors. The details are below.

Oakridge Walk & Greet Sunset Stroll
Friday, September 18th, 6:30-8:00 p.m.

In Greece, there is a tradition that brings much of the
population out of their homes at sundown to stroll
up and down the main street or — on the islands —
along the shore. This tradition is known as the Volta.
Please join us on Friday, September 18th, from 6:30-
8:00 p.m. for our own version of this sunset stroll.
Take a walk through the neighborhood or simply
have a seat outside with an icy beverage as you greet
passing neighbors. The ONA board members will also
be strolling through the neighborhood and they look
forward to meeting both new and familiar faces.
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Oakridge National Night Out Caravan
Tuesday, October 6th, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
RSVP at www.oakridgena.org

Make your front yard a front seat as we celebrate
National Night Out. This year the ONA is coordinating a
Crime & Safety caravan which will include our Citizens
On Patrol (COPs) and members from the Garland
Police and Fire Departments. Bring out your lawn
chairs, some snacks and drinks, and even decorations
and signs to welcome the caravan as it comes down
your street. The caravan will begin in the Duck Creek
Golf Club parking lot and will wind its way through
Oakridge. Please RSVP for this event (go to www.
oakridgena.org) so we can make sure the caravan
visits your street!
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Oakridge Daytimers

by Jan Reed, Oakridge Daytimers

The Oakridge Daytimers is open to any female resident of
Oakridge forthe purposes of getting to know your neighbors
and to learn more about events and leaders in the Garland
community. We also support our Oakridge Neighborhood
Association and first responders throughout the year.

Normally, Daytimers meet the second Tuesday morning
of each month from September through May. However,
due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, we have not
yet determined when our meetings will resume. If
you would like more information, contact Jan Reed at
jkreed58 @gmail.com.

Our new 2020-2021 slate of officers, ready to serve you,
are:

President - Chris Beyers

Meeting Coordinator - Betty Cosgray
Treasurer - Peggy Crenshaw

Program Co-Director - Ann Williams
Program Co-Director - Jane Mayers
Meeting Correspondent (ONA Newsletter) - Jan Reed
Email Messenger - Betty Cavender

Name Tags - JoAnn Williams

Gifts - JoAnn Williams

Birthdays - Sharon Carlton

Illness/Sunshine - Margaret Fowler

Digital Media/Shutterfly - Suzanne Snow
Special Event Announcements - Gail Durbin

DMW Construction

Remodel-Restoration-Repairs

David Whittington

Owner
214-892-8939

20+ Years Experience
DMWConstruction19@gmail.com

4 ONA General N
Membership Meeting

Thursday, September 24th, on Zoom
6:30 - log on & visit with other members
7:00 - meeting begins

Zoom link will be sent by email &
\ will be available at www.oakridgena.org) /

A Personal Note on Diversity

by Mary VanPelt, District 1 Director

When our sons were in high school, they were accepted
into the North Garland Math and Science program. In
that program they both signed up to be in the medical
part of the program. They loved everything about it: the
teachers, the classes, the hospital rotations, and especially
their classmates! Our house was a hub of their gatherings
during that time. | would come home from work and the
house would be full of kids. Everyone was welcome. |
was surprised to see that my house looked like the North
Garland UN (United Nations).

This was so different from my own childhood. | grew up
in the Midwest in a small town of 300 people; there was
no diversity of race or culture that could easily be seen.
However, | had been raised by my parents to respect all
races of people. Consequently | have always wondered
why our nation struggles with problems between different
nationalities and cultures. After all, we are all people.

In 1981 | moved to the Dallas area and found myself in a
melting pot of cultures and races. Garland, in particular, is
one of the best cities in the nation for cultural diversity;
something | can see in our own neighborhood. | realize
that sometimes language is not an easy thing to overcome,
but surely we can all wave and smile. Thinking back to the
“North Garland UN”, | wonder if perhaps we can learn
something from the younger generations. In my house
those kids did not see a different race or a different skin
color, all they saw were friends! Somehow, they figured it
out, what about us?

EXCEL AIR & HEAT
LET ME BE YOUR AC MAN
DENNIS BUTNER
SALES & SERVICE
.- SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS
L FREE ESTIMATES
' : CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
Jeff Stone
= Managing Broker IN-841-5103
.,/f"' 214-957-4386 TACLB36068E
Oakridge resident over 30 years excelairheat@ymail.com
offering special commission rate for my neighbors!
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Bulky Trash Trucks

by Heather Englebretson, ONA Communications Director

The bulky trash (also called brush and bulky goods or
waste) collection day is Tuesday. So why have we been
seeing bulky trash trucks on both Monday and Tuesday?
Has our bulky trash day changed? No, the bulky trash day
has not changed. Bulky trash collection is still on Tuesday.
As for the trucks you see driving around on Mondays, City
Councilman Dylan Hedrick helped us get to the bottom of
that mystery.

Apparently, the citizens of Garland are producing more
bulky trash this season (an increase of almost 7,000 tons
so far this year). In order to stay on top of the increase,
and to improve overall efficiency, the EWS (Environmental
Waste Services) crews are starting their collections on
Monday and finishing on Tuesday. They are testing this
new approach to see if it is effective in keeping up with
the increased tonnage, while reducing overtime expenses.
As for the rest of us, we should continue putting our bulky
trash out on Tuesday as always.

Thank you to the EWS crews for working hard in this heat
to keep our streets clean!

JOIN or RENEW

oakridgena.org/join-us

The 2020-2021 Oakridge Neighborhood Association (ONA)
Membership Drive is underway! Now is the time to show
your support. Join the ONA or renew your support through
our website: www.oakridgena.org/join-us.

2020-2021 ONA Board

President, Scott Barnes .........cccccvvvvvvvvvnnnnnne. 602-791-2492
Vice President, Michelle Mizerak ................. 214-962-7795
Secretary, Sharon Parrish ........ccccccceecvieeenns 469-939-2270
Treasurer, Keith Engler ........ccooceeeviiieeeennnen. 972-834-0096
District 1 Director, Mary VanPelt................. 214-868-9854
District 2 Director, Billy Ray Thomas............. 214-734-1017
District 3 Directors, Dotty Moseley .............. 214-703-3532
District 4 Director, David Whittington .......... 214-892-8939
District 5 Director, Melanie Busby................. 972-989-2253
District 6 Director, Brett Trutna ...........ccuu..... 214-274-5251
District 7 Director, Sharon Carlton................ 972-345-9741
Communications, Heather Englebretson .....214-562-7857
Crime & Safety, Joan Nichols..........ccceeee... 214-543-2546
Environmental, David Parrish .........cccccuvveneee. 469-733-6089
Events, Jackie Reynolds ........ccccceeeevieeeeennnnen. 469-649-5799
Membership, Vikram Parag Shah ................. 972-900-2776

ONA Treasurer Opportunity

by Keith Engler, ONA Treasurer

Do you love working with numbers and have a knowledge
of QuickBooks and Excel? The ONA Treasurer position may
be a good fit for you. | am currently the ONA Treasurer,
but plan to transition out of this role this year. The ONA
Fiscal Years runs June 1st — May 31st, therefore, the ONA
Treasurer is busiest during the months of April, May, and
June when the bulk of the membership checks are being
processed. Since we are in September, we are entering
the slower time of year for the Treasurer, making this an
ideal time for transitioning my replacement. | took over as
Treasurer mid-season a few years ago, and | received help
transitioning into the role. | would like to do the same for
the incoming Treasurer. | already have a sound accounting
system set up in QuickBooks and a well-received reporting
and budgeting system in Excel.

If anybody wants to give back to their community, loves
working with numbers, and has knowledge of QuickBooks
and Excel, then please step forward to be the next ONA
Treasurer. Please contact the ONA Board for more
information (info@oakridgena.org).

Seeking Beautification Input

by David Parrish, ONA Environmental Director

The Environmental Committee wishes to thank all the
ONA members who donated to the Beautification Fund!
We are now preparing a plan for the efficient use of those
Beautification dollars for this membership year. What kind
of things do we want to include in the plan? Currently, we
are looking to plant seasonal color in the fall and spring,
replace a few aging shrubs, tackle sprinkler system and
electrical issues at several entrances, and expand the
native landscaping along the Ridge Oak median. We plan
to use volunteers as much as possible thereby offsetting
some of the labor costs.

Those are the ideas we have so far, but we would love
to hear from you. Do you have any ideas for how we
can efficiently and effectively use the Beautification
funds for our neighborhood? Please send your ideas to
environment@oakridgena.org.

Donna's Pet & House Sitting

Home: 972-495-8599  Cell: 214-395-5403

Donna Feher
Partnered With Sue Hageland

Qakridge Area Resident for 30+ Years

Insured - Certified in Pet First Aid/CPR

www.oakridgena.org
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Parking & Code Violations

by Heather Englebretson, ONA Communications Director

In the last few months, the City of Garland has shown
leniency in issuing notices for Code Violations and tickets
for Parking Violations. However, that grace period has
come to an end. You may want to take a quick look around
your property for code violations. Here are 3 common
violations:

e Tree limbs and shrubs in the alley must be trimmed so
they do not extend more than one foot from the fence
and up to 14 feet high from the ground.

e |t is unlawful to allow a fence to lean more than 10
degrees or to have missing, loose, or broken slats or
panels.

e Twelve inches is the height limit for grass and/or
weeds.

For a more complete list of common violations, visit:
https://garlandtx.gov/293/Common-Violations

For more information on parking enforcement, visit:
http://www.garlandtx.gov/3668/Neighborhood-Parking-
Enforcement

Resources for Assistance

Source: City of Garland website

From loss of income to debilitating depression and anxiety
the damage from the pandemic reaches far beyond the
immediate health crisis of the virus itself. If the pandemic
has left you in need of assistance, the City of Garland has
posted these resources on their website.

Texas 211 (search for food, housing, and more):
e https://www.211texas.org/

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline:
¢ 1-800-273-8255 (1-800-273-TALK)
e https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/chat/

Texas Mental Health Support Line:

e 833-986-1919

e https://hhs.texas.gov/services/mental-health-
substance-use

Veterans in Crisis:
e https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/

For more information, visit: https://www.garlandtx.
gov/3715/COVID-19-Facts-Resources

Personal Service

David’s Meat Market
Owner

Devon McDougall
Choice Iowa Beef : (972) 495-8315
Custom Freezer Orders Call-in Orders Welcome
4010 N. Jupiter Road Open Tues.-Fri. 10am - 6pm
Garland, Texas 75044 Saturday 10am - Spm
com -

% ﬁ Local Asian Marketplace!
P b > Fresh Meat & Seafood!

3347 W. Walnut St., #101
Garland, TX 75042
Tel: 972-272-1993
Fax: 972-487-9092

2430 E. Pioneer Pkwy.
Arlington, TX 76010
Tel: 817-459-1311

Fax: 817-459-1317

=

DUCKCREEK
——GOLF CLUB—

214-440-2229 duckcreekgc.com

™TACCLAIM

Restorations.com

Complete Restoration Services, Just Acclaim Away!

Jason Chinh Nguyen

Project Manager

8951 Collin McKinney Pkwy, Suite 701
McKinney, TX 75070

Cell: 214-924-8359

Office: 214-775-0021
www.acclaimrestorations.com
JasonN@AcclaimRestorations.com
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