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OAKRIDGE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCTATION
GENERAL MEETING USING ZOOM
February 23, 2023

  
· CALL TO ORDER:  Billy Ray Thomas opened the general meeting at 7:00 PM.  Attendance was 17 members via Zoom, quorum met.  See attached list of Attendees and the Meeting Slide Deck. 


[bookmark: _MON_1744723562] 

· Officer Barnes reported on a few stolen cars in Oakridge where residents left their keys and guns in the car. He is pulling the police report on a car accident that damaged wall along Shiloh Road.   

· Dylan Hedrick, our City Councilperson, mentioned upcoming local elections in May, Garland ISD Bonds, GISD Board seats, some Council positions. He discussed plans to digitize dimensions of the historic Lyles-Tinsley house. The Downtown Square should be complete by the end of the year.  In response to question about sidewalk repairs, he discussed City match program and provided the link (https://www.garlandtx.gov/384/Sidewalk-Participation-Program).  Mr. Hedrick responded to several questions from the audience. 

· Duck Creek Golf Club- Brent Hurt said he is waiting for insurance settlement to begin work on the burned golf club building. In the interim the Golf Club will operate out of a temporary building. Utilities are being installed. 

· David Parrish reviewed the General Meeting minutes from the September 29, 2022.  Joan Nichols motioned to approve the minutes and Cheryl Jones seconded.  The motion carried. 
· Nominating Committee- is forming and needs members and help with potential candidates. 

· Treasurer- Finances are in good shape. Money Market balance is $20,000. BillyRay Thomas is reviewing the ONA Bylaws to better understand signature authority and procedures. 

· Membership: Cecile LaBossiere that Membership was 293 households. ONA Membership drive for 2023-24 FY starts in mid-April. 

· Communications- Cheryl Jones is working out the kinks on a timely delivery of Newsletter. She thanked the Communications Team for their hard work and Board member contributors for their timely submission of articles. 

· Environmental: David Parrish provided update on landscaping. 

· Events- Jackie Reynolds provided an update on the preparations for the ONA Family Spring Picnic on Sunday, April 30 from 2 to 4 PM. 

· District Directors provided a few updates. 

 



· The next General Meeting will be May 25, 2023, via Zoom.  

· ADJOURN:  The meeting adjourned at 8:29 PM. Melanie Busby motioned.  Vickie Litton second. All approved.       
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ONA General 
Membership 
Meeting


ONA General Meeting


Thursday, February 23, 2023; 7:00 pm 







ONA General Membership Meeting - 2/23/2023Meeting Agenda 


 


I. Meet & Greet 6:30PM – 7:00PM 


II. Call to Order BillyRay Thomas 


III. Guests 


• Officer Tommy Barnes Garland Police Department, Oakridge NPO 


• Dylan Hedrick Councilman for City of Garland, District 7 


IV. Prior Meeting Minutes Sharon Parrish 


V. Minutes Approval Members 


VI. Annual Elections 2023 Introduction of 2023 Nominating committee: 


ONA Updates 


• Treasury Veronica Brown-Corbin 


• Membership Cecile LaBossiere 


• Communications Cheryl Jones 


• Environment David Parrish 


• Crime Watch Joan & Dan Nichols 


• Events Jackie Reynolds 


• District Directors District 1 Director – Joanna Albright 


 District 2 Director – Sallie & Jack Lang 


 District 3 Director – Vacant 


 District 4 Director – Oliver Harter & Jackie Jones 


 District 5 Director – Melanie Busby 


 District 6 Director – Ruba Qewar 


 District 7 Director – Joetta Harris 







Crime & Safety
Officer Barnes







Keeping 
crime rates 


low…


Oakridge Crime & Safety Update


Lock your vehicle!


Most of the crime in Oakridge is theft from unlocked vehicles! 


Remove valuables – especially your guns and keys.  
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Oakridge Supports Officer Barnes


• THANK YOU!


• Raised $1500 to help with medical expenses 


• Continuing treatment for metastatic breast cancer


• Staying positive


• Not patrolling for now but still supporting us


Here is the link for his Caring Bridge site:
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/tommybarnes.



https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/tommybarnes





Councilman 
Dylan Hedrick







Minutes
Sharon Parrish 







Nominating 
Committee
BillyRay Thomas







Nominating Committee 


Vickie Litton, District 1


vickie.litton@outlook.com; (972) 762-2805


Diana Edwards, District 3  


islandgal79@gmail.com; 214-394-6349


Dan Nichols, District 4


dsnichols1@tx.rr.com; (214) 507-9949



mailto:vickie.litton@outlook.com

mailto:islandgal79@gmail.com

mailto:dsnichols1@tx.rr.com





Returning Board and Open Positions
President - BillyRay Thomas
Vice-President - Vickie Litton
Secretary - OPEN
Treasurer – OPEN 
District Directors:


• District 1 Director – OPEN


• District 2 Director – Sallie & Jack Lang


• District 3 Director – OPEN 


• District 4 Director – Oliver Harter & Jackie Jones


• District 5 Director – Melanie Busby


• District 6 Director – Mike Devanney


• District 7 Director – Joetta Harris
Committee Chairs:


• Environmental – OPEN


• Membership – Cecile LaBossiere


• Communication – Cheryl Jones


• Events – Jackie Reynolds


• Safety – Joan Nichols


Contact the Nominating Committee 


if you or someone you know is interested!







Treasury
Veronica Brown-Corbin







Treasury Update
Revenue Membership Beautification Advertising Interest Total


2022-2023 Budget 14,987$             9,600$                       -$                 -$                       24,587$                     


2022-2023 Actual 17,400$             8,780$                       1,000$             2$                          27,182$                     


$ Difference 2,413$               (820)$                          1,000$             2$                          2,594$                       


Member Difference 40


Monthly


Budget


Months


Remaining


Remaining


Budget


212$                2 425$                           


195$                2 389$                           


29$                   3 86$                             


15$                   3 44$                             


621$                3 1,862$                       


800$                3 2,400$                       


102$                4 408$                           


350$                3 1,050$                       


463$                0 -$                            


265.00$          0 -$                            


240.00$          0 -$                            


6,664$                  


18,002$               


950$                     


410$                     


540$                     


500$                     


230$                     


270$                     


15,172$           


(6,664)$                 


(540)$                    


-$                       


(270)$                    


(2,000)$                 


5,698$             


Checking Account Balance


Total Operating Expenses Remaining


Special Events Money Remaining


Officer Barnes Fundraising


General Maintenance Money Remaining


Minimum Checking Account Balance to avoid fees


Category


3


Money Market Balance


Events Budgeted


Events Spent


Events Balance


Operating Funds Remaining (deficit)


General Maintenance Budgeted


General Maintenance Spent


General Maintenance Balance


Total Operating Expenses Remaining


2022-2023 ONA Actual vs Budget as of 2/23/2023


Category


1


Category


2


Mandatory Operating Expenses


Newsletter  (May, Sep, Feb)


Postage (Sep paid)


Printing: Newsletter (50 copies/month) - Jun-Dec paid


Postage (First-Class $0.58): 25 Newsletters


Platinum Scapes (May-Jan Paid)


Platinum Scapes Beautification (May-Jan Paid)


Storage (Paid through Jan 2022)


Avg Utilities per month estimated (May-Jan Paid)


3-Year Website (Paid until April 2024)


Annual Bulk Mail Fee Due in December


Annual PO Box Fee Due in October (Pd thru Oct '23)







Membership
Cecile LaBossiere







Keeping 
crime rates 


low…


Membership Update


District # Supporters


Did Not 


Renew


Not 


Supporting


Total 


Households % Supporting


1 55 19 111 185 30%


2 55 11 88 154 36%


3 19 8 114 141 13%


4 52 14 85 151 34%


5 34 9 147 190 18%


6 37 8 136 181 20%


7 41 9 114 164 25%


Total 293 78 795 1166 25%







• Responses
• 7 Responses
• 6 Members
• 1 Nonmember


Resident Survey Update


• Ratings
• 5 Very Satisfied
• 1 Satisfied


• 1 Very Dissatisfied


• Comments
• Ridge Oak Entrance Expenses
• Paypal Fees
• Project Selection and Scope


• Next Steps
• Survey will be open until March 1st


• Raffle winner will be announced in 
March Newsletter







Communications
Cheryl Jones
Jill Hefner-Williams







ONA Communications
NEWSLETTER (“OAKRIDGE NEWS”)


• Frequency. Published digitally monthly. 


• Stats: 654 Subscribers; Averaging 59% Opens / 9.5% Clicks (past 6 months)


• Distribution. Mailed to 1,166 homes February, May, September or monthly upon request. Posted 
on NextDoor and the website.  


• Archives. All newsletters (1992-present) are available on the website.


• Advertising. We currently have 6 advertisers – newest is Juanita Cleaning Services.


o Ad revenue helps to offset some of the printing and postage costs for the newsletter. 
o All ads are business card sized. Cost is $300 for ad placement in 12 issues (June 1st to May 31st).
o For information on advertising in the newsletter, email communications@oakridgena.org.


OTHER SOURCES OF COMMUNICATION


• Website. www.oakridgena.org


• Email. Email addresses are added when people join the ONA or sign up through the website. 


• NextDoor. Exploring ONA Non-Profit status to allow Free Advertisement/Posts under Association name.



mailto:communications@oakridgena.org

http://www.oakridgena.org/





Environmental
David Parrish 







ONA Updates- Environmental


Fall Activities-


• Fall Color – Pansies


• Trimmed Perimeter Trees 


Spring Activities 


• Spring Color (Vincas) 


• Evaluate Shrubs 


• Maintain Sprinklers & Electrical 


• Expand Native Plants (Ridge Oak)  


• Use Volunteers & Contractor 


• Contact- environment@oakridgena.org


• Thanks for donations the Beautification Fund 


David Parrish 
ONA Environmental



mailto:environment@oakridgena.org





Environmental Director 
Duties


• Chairs the Environmental Committee of ONA. 


• 1.6 miles parkway, 9 entrances, 3 medians, & 5 
sprinkler/electrical systems. 


• Mowing (bi-weekly), flowers (2X), bed/shrub 
upkeep, sprinkler checks, & tree trimming (1X). 


• $ Support defined by available ONA  budget. 


• Mixed effort of contractors & volunteers. 


• Challenges- Aging sprinklers (varies), landscaping 
(2008), and brick walls/beds (~1985). 


• Duties outlined in the Bylaws & Policy Manual. 


• Contact- environment@oakridgena.org


OPENING – HELP WANTED!



mailto:environment@oakridgena.org





Events
Jackie Reynolds







Events Update







District Directors Update


District 1 Director – Joanna Albright


District 2 Director – Sallie & Jack Lang


District 3 Director – Vacant


District 4 Director – Oliver Harter & Jackie Jones


District 5 Director – Melanie Busby


District 6 Director – Ruba Qewar


District 7 Director – Joetta Harris
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